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Church Warden:
Mrs Rachel Wells 01473 822230.
and vacant position.

Weddings: For all enquiries regarding weddings at St. Mary’s Church please 
contact adrianwaller@mac.com or phone 01473 652561.

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCILCONTACT NUMBERS
Parochial Church Council –
 Vice Chairman: Lucy Oldham . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 07753 626899
 Church Warden: Rachel Wells  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01473 822230
Bellringers – Bell Captain: Neville Whittell  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01473 822616
Forgetmenots – Organiser: Veronica Partridge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01473 823188
Tuesday Club – Rachel Wells  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01473 822230
Table Tennis Club – Adrian Blyth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01473 827805
Parish Council –
 Chairman: John Hume  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01473 810098
 Clerk to the Council: Sarah Partridge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01787 210859
Footpaths – Chairman: Kevin Pratt  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 07854 390658
Kersey Community Playground Committee – Jonathan Marsh  . . . . . . . . . 01473 822927
Neighbourhood Watch – Vacant
Village Hall –
 Chairman: Veronica Partridge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01473 823188
 Secretary and Bookings: Natalie Blyth  . . . . . . . .nablyth1@gmail.com or 01473 827805
 Treasurer: Norah Orriss
VPA (Village Produce Association) –
 Chairman: Peter Partridge  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01473 827231
 Secretary: Rachel Wells  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01473 822230
Grays Trust –
 Chairman: Peter Martin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01473 828361
 Secretary: Philippa Harris  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01473 827079
Nightingale Trust/Allotments – Info: Natalie Blyth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01473 827805
School – Joint Headteachers: Jess Damant and Claire Dunnell Paley . . . . . 01473 823397
Kersey Playingfield Assoc. (Glebe) – Mark Pertwee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01473 810227
Kersey Community Website  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . www.kersey.suffolk.cloud
Hadleigh Health Practice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01473 822961
West Suffolk Hospital (Bury St Edmunds) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01284 713000
Ipswich Hospital NHS Trust  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01473 712233

Police  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The non-emergency number to call if you want to contact
the local police is 101 (when it’s less urgent than 999) .

Please	let	us	know	of	any	changes.
Defibrillators –	There	are	two	AEDs	located	within	the	parish 

at The Bell Inn, Kersey IP7 6DY	and	Kersey Mill IP7 6DP.

CHURCH CLEANING 
Week beginning: 11th Sept – Linda Newbigging & Gillian Sacker
 ” 25th Sept – Sarah Partridge & Jenny Partridge
 ” 9th Oct – Bridget Allen

RINGERS
The Roving Ringers visited the church on the 31st July to ring our bells. A team from 
the Central Council of church bellringers will be coming to use the bells of St Mary’s 
on Friday 1st September from 4pm until 5pm. A group of RAF bell ringers will be 
coming to ring the bells beginning at 10.45 for 1 hour on Saturday 23rd September. 
Essex young ringers would like to ring the bells on Saturday 30th September from 
5pm until 6pm.

SYMPATHY
We send our sympathy to David Griffiths, Ruth, Polly and families on the death of 
Sue. She will be greatly missed by them all.

Susan Griffiths died peacefully at Ipswich Hospital on the 8th of August after many 
years living with Multiple Sclerosis. Sue moved to Suffolk from South London 
with her daughter Ruth, soon renting Ailsa Cottage from the author Hammond 
Innes. Her father, Jack Vincent, joined her in the village at No 2 Bell Cottages. 
After meeting and marrying David, Polly was born and Ailsa Cottage continued 
as the family home. She loved Kersey and lived in the village for over 50 years; 
the cottage and garden being a great passion for her. Sue was a gifted painter 
and teacher and taught at Kersey Primary School before going onto teach at 
Hadleigh, Claydon and Westbourne. She also set up the Kersey study group that 
ran successfully for many years. We will remember her for her intellect, sharp 
wits, sense of humour and her laughter that stayed with her to the end. David, 
Ruth and Polly would like to thank everyone in the village for all their messages, 
kindness and support.

INVALIDS 
We wish everyone who are unwell or have had spells in hospital a speedy recovery.

mailto:nablyth1@gmail.com
mailto:adrianwaller@mac.com
http://www.kersey.suffolk.cloud


43 cont./

TUESDAY CLUB
Members of the club welcomed James Hayward from Ipswich to their July meeting 
his subject being The Titanic. Beginning with a background to the liner he said she 
was the largest passenger steamship at the time of her launch. During her maiden 
voyage the liner struck an iceberg on 14th April 1912 and sank with the loss of more 
than 1500 of the 3500 passengers and crew. He spoke about some of the famous 
people who were on board and some who came from the local area. The talk was 
accompanied by pictures of the liner and some of the people who perished and 
some survivors. A very interesting talk. Competition for “Something nautical” was 
won by Jenny Partridge.
At the August meeting members were invited into the fascinating world of a thatcher. 
We were joined by Master Thatcher Paul Congdon who has been thatching for over 
forty three years. He gave a brief talk on the history of thatched roofs and methods 
of thatching used. He brought along some of his many tools and examples of straw 
and reeds. It was very interesting especially as many of us have watched progress 

PARISH NEWS

chapmanstickels.co.uk
01473 372 372

info@chapmanstickels.co.uk
The Corn Exchange, Market Place, Hadleigh IP7 5DN

Part of  Investeq Holdings Limited

Providing unrivalled local knowledge, 
combining traditional service with  

a modern marketing approach

Suffolk and North Essex

PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL (cont.)
WELCOME
Welcome to Alice Lucas-Tooth and her husband Anthony Dworkin who have moved 
into River House after months of restoration work. We would like to welcome Guy 
and Claire Lawrence and their son Harry to “Weavers”, Wickerstreet Green. We 
wish Garry and Jill Collier who have moved from “Weavers” many happy years in 
their new home at Gt. Waldingfield.

SUFFOLK CHURCHES RIDE AND STRIDE
Coming up soon on 9th Sept. is The Suffolk Churches Ride and Stride. Why not do 
it and return to Kersey Village Hall for a cuppa and some cake? Sponsorship forms 
can be collected from Kersey Church of Frances Whymark on 01473 827302 0r 
07873720279.

FLOWERS
Thank you to Ruth who took on arranging the altar flowers for August. The church 
looks much more welcoming with some flowers. At the moment a date hasn’t been 
set for harvest festival. I will let you know when it has been fixed.
Rachel Wells.

LICENSING 
On the 26th September Revd. Geoffrey Clement will be licensed as rector of our 
Benefice by Right Revd. Martin Seeley at St Mary’s, Kersey 7.30.

mailto:info@chapmanstickels.co.uk
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of his work on a house in Kersey which he has recently finished. Members were 
keen to ask questions about his work. The evening ended with tea and delicious 
cake made by Natalie to celebrate her birthday. Competition “A photo or picture of 
something thatched” was won by Jenny Partridge.
Next meeting will be on 5th September when we will be joined by Tracy from “The 
Giggly Pig” in Essex. Tracy is a pig farmer and sausage maker. Tracy is coming 
from far afield so it would be good to have lots of people for the meeting. Anyone is 
welcome to come. There will be sausages for sale. Village Hall 7.30pm. Competition 
“Something comical”.
Rachel Wells.

OUTING
On Saturday 15th July a coach party left Kersey for a visit to the RHS gardens at 
Hyde Hall. What a day with exceptionally high winds but thankfully no rain. On 
arrival we were advised to visit the hill top gardens first as the weather was forecast 
to be worse in the afternoon. Some of the party took advantage of the mobility 
shuttle and rode to the hill top gardens. The gardens were immaculate with many 
flowers out which were only in bud in our own gardens. There were many seats and 
if you could find one in a sheltered area it was enjoyable just to sit and enjoy the 
surroundings. Parts of the gardens especially near the high trees were cordoned off 
for safety reasons. The high winds all added in making a memorable day out one we 
won’t forget. The outing was organised by the Village Produce Association.

FLOWER SHOW
Only a few days to go to the flower show. It’s been a good growing season so we are 
hoping for lots of entries in the vegetable and flower classes. Recipes are available 
as paper copy or I can email them to you. Last date for entries is Thursday 7th.
Rachel Wells.

THE ASHES ARE BACK!
We are delighted to say the annual village cricket match between the Parishes of 
Kersey and Chattisham and Hintlesham returns to Rockalls on 10th September at 
2.30pm.
Everyone is welcome along to enjoy the afternoon of cricket and to witness Kersey 
(hopefully) retaining the Ashes under the captaincy of Tommy Newbigging. If 
anyone would like to play, please contact:
Bruce Newbigging bnewbigg@gmail.com
Everyone is very welcome to join the players for tea at the interval. It will be very 
much appreciated if you can bring along a contribution of cake or sandwiches. 
Please contact Linda Newbigging lindanewbigging@btinternet.com if you feel able 
to help with tea.

PARISH NEWS (cont.)
AERIAL VIEW

01787 311057

TV, FM & DAB Aerials
Freeview, Freesat & Sky

Installations, Repairs,
Extra Points

TVs set-up and installed
WiFi and telephone

extensions
For all my other services visit
www.aerial-installers.co.uk

Doors, Windows, Skirting & Fascias

Coving

General Repairs and Maintenance

Floor and Wall Tiling

Wallpapering

NVQ2 Qualified

Established 2003
We are Specialists in

Grade II Listed Buildings   

For all your internal and external painting and decorating work

A PROFESSIONAL PAINTING & DECORATING SERVICE
FROM PEOPLE YOU CAN TRUST

For a FREE estimate contact Steve Ferguson on 07719 357322
Or 01206 393351   

www.tenondecoratingltd.co.uk
steve@tenondecoratingltd.com

mailto:bnewbigg@gmail.com
mailto:lindanewbigging@btinternet.com
http://www.aerial-installers.co.uk
http://www.tenondecoratingltd.co.uk
mailto:steve@tenondecoratingltd.com
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PARISH NEWS (cont.)
KERSEY PLAYGROUND CHARITY QUIZ NIGHT
The highlight of the Kersey Social Calendar – Friday 10th November, Kersey Village 
Hall. Doors open 7pm, start 7.30pm. Carriages: 10.30pm. Supper provided. Bring 
your own preferred refreshments.
Teams of up to 8 people. Entrance £15 per person: cash at the door. Glittering 
Trophy for the Champions (previous winning team please return the cup) and 
Raffle with a multitude of interesting and exciting prizes.
To reserve tables or donate prizes for the raffle: Jonathan Marsh, jonathan.
marsh10@icloud.com, Dominique Young, dominique.young@btinternet.com 
Please book by Monday 6th November to avoid disappointment!

FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S EVENTS
Friday 3rd November – Jazz Night: Our next jazz evening at St Mary’s will be 
on Friday 3rd November with the ‘Art Themen Trio’. This event has been hugely 
popular. We are already sold out and have a waiting list.
Friday 8th December – Christmas Supper Dance: ‘Save the date’ in your diaries 
for this popular candlelit dinner dance at St Mary’s with live swing top music and 
dancing until midnight. Full details will follow in next month’s newsletter but to 
register your interest early, please email fosmkersey@gmail.com.

NIGHTINGALE TRUST – ALLOTMENTS
The Nightingale Trust are members of Kings Seeds Allotment and Horticultural 
Societies and Gardening Seeds Scheme. Last year, our second year in the scheme, 
we managed to obtain a 50% discount on our total seed order. I’m sure you will 
agree, it’s a big saving and well worth having, especially in these current difficult 
times. In order to receive this 50% discount, the total order value for seeds needs 
to be £200 or more. We managed this easily last year with orders totalling just over 
£700 on only 15 orders!! (NOTE – 50% discount only available on seed orders, 
excludes seed potatoes, onion sets, ancillary items etc.). With this discount, why 
not try something new for next year’s growing season.
If you would like to take advantage of this great offer and for more information, 
please contact me. I have a small supply of brochures, or you can browse online 
then contact me – 01473 827805, 07487 816966 or email nablyth1@gmail.com. 
Orders need to be in by 10th November.
I look forward to hearing from you. Natalie Blyth. 

Contact Us:
01473 559978

 info@allseasonsmarquees.co.uk

Weddings, Parties, Trade Shows, Business
Functions, Conferences, Furniture Hire

Suffolk Based

Established 1986

COMMAND
PEST CONTROL

Rats, Mice, Wasps, Bees,
Ants/Insect Control

Rabbit and Mole Control
Timber Treatment/Rising Damp

ALL TYPES OF PEST
CONTROL UNDERTAKEN

TELEPHONE: 01787 248049

Antique
Renovations

EXPERTS IN ANTIQUE
FURNITURE RESTORATION 

UNIT 1, BRIDGE FARM,
LAVENHAM ROAD,

BRENT ELEIGH,
SUDBURY, SUFFOLK, CO10 9PB 

Tel: 01787 248511

To advertise in the Kersey Parish Newsletter please contact: 
Colin Grannell at hawkcg@hotmail.com or 01473 829074

1/4	page	–	£6.00	per	issue,	1/2	page	–	£11.00	per	issue

mailto:hawkcg@hotmail.com
mailto:jonathan.marsh10@icloud.com
mailto:dominique.young@btinternet.com
mailto:fosmkersey@gmail.com
mailto:nablyth1@gmail.com
mailto:info@allseasonsmarquees.co.uk
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ST. MARY’S CHURCH SERVICES
 3rd Sep 9am BCP Holy Communion Rev Liz Law
 10th Sep 11am Parish service Jim Sephton 
 17th Sep 6.30pm Evensong service with HC Rev Adrian Waller
 24th Sep No service at Kersey. Aldham 11am

FRIENDS OF ST MARY’S 500 CLUB LOTTERY
Latest 500 Club draw results:
  July August
 1st Prize – Neil Hutton Bruce Newbigging
 2nd Prize – Pascoe Gibbons Sarah Partridge
 3rd Prize – Ray & Sue Attridge Trevor Stirling
Well done to all the winners and thanks to everyone who has already joined the club.

Details of the 500 Club monthly lottery, plus all membership information can be 
accessed at: www.kerseychurch.org/fosm
Or for further details please contact either Mark Rigby on 07484 649235 or Mark 
Pertwee on 07919 166782 or email fosmkersey@gmail.com.

ST. MARY’S CHURCH
A message from the new Rector:
Dear Friends,
My wife Angela and I have now been living in Elmsett only a couple of weeks but we 
feel very much “at home” here. I am very much looking forward to getting to know 
as many people as possible in Kersey. So that you can get to know me, here are a few 
lines about me and my family.
I answer to either Geoff or Geoffrey (the latter usually when being told off).
I grew up in Streatham, South London, the 5th generation to have lived in the 
Streatham area. I left school and took an apprenticeship with a firm of stonemasons 
working at Westminster Abbey. At the Abbey I ended up working in the drawing 
office producing full size drawings of parts of the building. In addition, I worked on 
a number of other London landmark buildings including Parliament itself.
In 1989 I was ‘volunteered’ to work in the Church in Uruguay, originally intending 
to stay for six months, but in the end, I spent 12 years there. Whilst in Uruguay I was 
offered the opportunity to do theological training in Montevideo and was ordained 
as a deacon in the Anglican Cathedral in Montevideo in 1994 and a priest in 1996.
I spent the last few years in the north of Uruguay where I had a number of churches 
to look after. One of these was in Fray Bentos, home of the Corned Beef factory. 
The factory is still there and is now a museum. You can still see the ramp where the 
cattle went in and the loading bay at the other end where the tins of corned beef 
were dispatched for shipping.
I came back to the UK in 2001 to work as vicar to seven parishes on the Wilford 
Peninsula. In 2007 I moved to Holbrook where I had five parishes, and then moved 
to take on a group of parishes in the Cotswolds.
My wife, Angela has worked as a teaching assistant in early years for nearly 10 years 
now. Both Angela and I have ties with Suffolk: My own family has had connections 
with Suffolk since the 1970’s in the Woodbridge area, with my parents moving to 
Woodbridge for their retirement. Angela has family coming from Charsfield and 
Boyton. We have 2 children (they are my step children) Charles 24, and Nicola 22. 
Charles lives in South London and is doing PhD research into something called 
“Linea Temporal Logic” – something to do with computer science. Nicola lives 
most of the time in Bulgaria where she works for a charity that rescues street dogs 
and cats and finds them new homes in the UK.
I hope you will find me open and friendly and happy to make time to be with people 
regardless if you want to talk about religion, the ups and downs of ITFC or just the 
weather.
Revd. Geoffrey Clement

CHURCH FLOODLIGHTS
If you would like the church floodlit to celebrate a birthday, anniversary or in 
remembrance etc. the cost is £10 per night. Contact Rachel Wells 01473 822230.

KERSEY CALENDAR ON-LINE
We also have a Kersey Community Google calendar on the website:
https://kersey.suffolk.cloud/events/

If you are planning an event in Kersey please email the information to Sarah 
Partridge at kerseypc@gmail.com so it can be included.
(If you already use Google Calendar you can add this to yours.)

Kersey Community Website
Remember	to	check	www.kersey.suffolk.cloud	regularly 

for	latest	news,	information	and	updates.

http://www.kerseychurch.org/fosm
mailto:fosmkersey@gmail.com
https://kersey.suffolk.cloud/events/
mailto:kerseypc@gmail.com
http://www.kersey.suffolk.cloud
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Kersey Bell
Open 7 days a
week for food.

Booking 
recommended.

Please call
01473 823229

cont./

A K SERVICES

SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING

DRAINS CLEARED
AND SURVEYED 

TREATMENT PLANTS
SERVICED AND CLEANED  

Tank Emptying from £80

Tel: 01473 822694
Mobile: 07891 341645
 www.akservices.co.uk

“Where your family’s wishes are paramount”

All types of funerals arranged, any area.
Traditional service, black Rolls Royce fleet.

All types of memorials made in our own workshops.
Memorial renovations and additional inscriptions.

Under the personal direction of the Gwinnell family.

Independent Family Funeral Directors

High Street, Hadleigh.

01473 824440
24 Hours

contact@gwinnell.co.uk

R. GWINNELL & SONS

AUTUMN BUFFET
Kersey Village Hall Trustee’s invite you to the annual Autumn Buffet, on Saturday 14th 
October, 8pm to 10pm. Come and enjoy some delicious food, wine, beer or soft drinks, 
along with testing your brains with a fun Quiz, a Raffle, and of course an opportunity to 
meet up with friends for the evening. Tickets: £15 per person from Norah Orriss, Veronica 
Partridge, Natalie Blyth or any of our Trustees/Committee members. Please purchase 
your tickets in advance to avoid disappointment. We look forward to seeing you.

KERSEY VILLAGE HALL
Are you looking for a venue to hold an event, family party, committee meeting etc.? 
The Parish is very lucky to have a beautiful, fully equipped Village Hall, with Stage, 
available for hire at reasonable rates. The kitchen is fully stocked with crockery, 
cutlery, glasses etc, along with range style oven, fridge/freezer, dishwasher etc. New 
outside paved area available for use, e.g. outside seating, exercise, well-being area. 
Chairs and tables are also available for hire. Contact Natalie Blyth 01473 827805, 
07487 816966 or nablyth1@gmail.com for more information.

PARISH NEWS (cont.)

WEATHER – for June
Rainfall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.3mm (0.64”)
Maximum temperature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30°C (86°F)
Minimum temperature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11°C (52°F)
– for July
Rainfall . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60.8mm (2.4”)
Maximum temperature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29°C (84°F)
Minimum temperature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10°C (50°F)
Thank you to Kate Banks who records the weather for us in Wickerstreet Green. 
The rainfall amount sometimes varies in different parts of the parish.

The Kersey Parish Newsletter
The Parish Newsletter is sponsored and distributed by St. Mary’s Church on behalf of all 
parishioners.
The newsletter is delivered FREE to properties within the parish 10 times a year and is 
also available to download from: 
www.kersey.suffolk.cloud/our-community/newsletter/
The approximate production cost is 50p per copy (£5 per year). All contributions 
gratefully received – please pass via your distributor or to: 
Rachel Wells, 1 Vale Corner, Vale Lane, Kersey.
Or make online transfers (or arrange an annual standing order) to: 
Kersey St. Mary PCC, 30-13-52 00694777.
For	further	parish	details	and	events,	please	see	www.kersey.suffolk.cloud

http://www.akservices.co.uk
mailto:contact@gwinnell.co.uk
mailto:nablyth1@gmail.com
http://www.kersey.suffolk.cloud/our-community/newsletter/
http://www.kersey.suffolk.cloud
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www.obh.co.uk
Brettenham Park Brettenham Ipswich Suffolk IP7 7PH

FARMING NOTES
Much has taken place since I last wrote. We began harvest 2023 on 10 July and 
had completed the winter barley by 21 July after a couple of stops for rain. The 
barley yield was pleasingly good after such a dry period in May and June, but the 
all-important quality for malting was a little disappointing. What let us down this 
year was screenings and kernel size. The malting specification sets out the following 
criteria: Nitrogen content 1.75% max, moisture 14.5%max. Ours was within these 
tolerances. Screenings (thin grain) 2% max, here we dressed the grain hard in the 
combine but were still outside this spec, ours was up to 7% screenings. Retention 
85% min, this is a guide to the kernel size and measures the % of grain retained 
on a 2.5mm sieve and we were running between 70 and 85% retention. All of the 
aforementioned means that although our winter barley was accepted for malting 
there would be some serious reductions from the contracted price. Irritating, but 
not too serious until you realise that this years contract price was £135 down on last 
year’s, when there were no reductions at all! Suddenly you can see that on 650 tons of 
produce this becomes quite worrying. However, as all of the above is totally dictated 
by the vagaries of our weather we don’t loose too much sleep as we know there was 
nothing more we could have done to improve the situation!
Brother Chris busied himself moving the 1200 big round bales of winter barley straw 
to its winter storage sheds to make way for drilling oil seed rape (OSR), while we 
began the spring barley harvest on 1 August and finished it within a couple of days. 
Here the yield was not great but the quality was all within spec. and it was sold and 
delivered straight away. It was good to see Jimmy come out of retirement to spend 
a couple of days baling the spring barley straw into two thousand small bales, the 
carting and hand stacking of which further added to Chris and Sarah’s workload!
The wheat harvest began in earnest on 8 August and we were extra busy for the next 
8 days with Ryan and Adam working late into the night to take advantage of the fine 
weather until we finished by the end of play on 16 August. Well done them! This 
just left the winter beans, which were finally ready to cut on 21 August, after which 
the harvest was finally finished – not a bad run and, dare I say it, no breakdowns! 
Between times we had sent all of the winter barley away in lorries to the maltsters 
near Chelmsford and 319 tons (11 lorry loads) of wheat to Camgrain at Linton near 
Cambridge. The remaining 500 tonnes of wheat is stored in our grain store for sale 
later in the year. In between all that we managed to sow 150 acres of OSR in early 
August, which has germinated and grown extremely well, notwithstanding attacks 
from slugs and flea beetles. 
The wheat yields were quite good and the quality is satisfactory, but not perfect. The 
specification for bread making wheat (milling wheat) is 13% protein and this year 
ours is hovering around the 12.5% mark, so we will achieve most of the premium on 
offer for milling. This now takes us to the busiest period when we have to cultivate all 
the remaining ground in preparation for sowing for harvest 2024 and we will have 
gone full circle once again!
Rob Partridge

http://www.obh.co.uk
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could you 
foster?

Call us on 01603 951 405

Visit us at www.nexusfostering.co.uk

We can help you to provide a young 
person with a stable, secure home.

we urgently need

carers in Suffolk

KERSEY VILLAGE PRODUCE 
ASSOCIATION

MARQUEE HIRE

AT VERY COMPETITIVE RATES
FOR ALL YOUR FUNCTIONS

40’ x 20’ Traditional Pole Marquee

30’ x 15’ Clear Span Frame Marquee

For details, prices and bookings Tel:

01473 822230

Advertise
With Us.

Contact:
Colin Grannell
01473 829074

hawkcg@hotmail.com
or

Rachel Wells
01473 822230

cont./

DRY SEASONED LOGS

Kiln dried hardwood
nets available.

Various loads available.

Call Carol Abbott on
01473 829130

or 07768 795981 

A Parish Council meeting was held on the 3rd July. Chair: John Hume. 
All other councillors were present plus clerk, Leigh Jamieson (BDC) and a member of 
the public for part of the meeting.
Apologies were received from Robert Lindsay (SCC) and one member of the public.
Co-option to fill vacancy on the council. An expression of interest had been received by 
one applicant. Reasons for wanting to become a councillor were given. Liz Bostock was 
then co-opted to the Parish Council.
Reports:
Robert Lindsay Suffolk County Councillor said he had asked highways when the verges 
would be cut and to make sure they cut the ‘No through roads’. If cutting is delayed he 
wanted to ensure that the contractors were not paid for verges if they had been done by 
farmers. He gave an update on the speed limits in Stone Street and Union Hill, library 
funding, coping with growing water demand, potholes and Bildeston food bank.
Leigh Jamieson Babergh District Councillor spoke about the council’s overview and 
scrutiny work plan, planning, administration update and Babergh and Mid Suffolk 
plans to install 28 new electric vehicle charging points in car parks this year. Magdalen 
Road in Hadleigh will be one of those to benefit.
Receive feedback from the recent Bell Inn beer festival. The chair started by thanking 
the new directors of The Bell for reviving the pub, which has brought life back to the 
village. The feedback from residents had been mainly positive regarding the beer festival. 
It had been a great family event. The only concern related to parking congestion. A 
director of the Bell was present and said they were pleased how the event had gone and 
had learnt lessons for future events. They were pleased with the support given by the 
local community.
Planning: The Bell Inn. Works to fell Group of conifers. The Bell director said they had 
not submitted the application. It seems ownership of the trees is unclear. The parish 
council agreed they could not comment on the application but would consider it at a 
later date if resubmitted with the correct information.
Minutes of previous meeting was confirmed and signed as correct. 
Clerk’s report: All reports and accounts have been published on the website and notice 
board as required. Confirmation has been received via our District Councillor that all 
the new residential dwellings built in Kersey in the last few years were exempt from 
CIL charging. The defibrillator is ready should it be needed. Verge cutting is overdue. 
Our County Councillor has been asked to find out when they will be cut and to remind 
highways to cut the verges on the ‘No through roads’.
Correspondence:
All correspondence had been circulated to councillors.
The cycling Tour of Britain will pass along the A1141 near Kersey Mill on 7 September.
Also noted was National Grid Bramford to Twinstead Reinforcement project has now 
moved to next stage. National Grid has launched a new consultation on proposed route 
of pylons for Norwich to Tilbury and Digital Champions. Communities Together East 
Anglia offer a Digital workshop project to improve digital skills access.
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PARISH COUNCIL (cont.)
Agree content for Pride in our Parish article: It was agreed to write an article 
thanking our volunteers for their support during the pandemic. The organisation 
spotlight will be the Forget me nots.
Training: Sessions are available for all new councillors.
Reports: Notes have been circulated from the SALC Babergh meeting.
AOB: Following the repair of the water leak In Kedges lane the road surface has not 
been satisfactorily repaired. Concern was raised about dirty water flooding across the 
road at The Forge which may be causing a health hazard. Issue to be investigated.
It was noted that the welcome letter for new residents does not require any updates. 
The Suffolk passenger interest group involved with trying to improve public transport 
provision is likely to fold. The school bus service is a registered service so could be used 
by members of the public.
Kersey Projects were congratulated on an excellent Open Gardens event.
Next meeting 4th September.
Full report can be found on the website.

An extra ordinary meeting of the Parish Council was held on 31 July.
Present were Chair John Hume, 5 councillors, clerk and one member of the public. 
Apologies were received from one councillor and a member of the public. 
Minutes of previous meeting were confirmed and signed as correct. 
Planning - Progress: Application had been withdrawn for works to fell group of 
conifer at The Bell. Babergh have discharged conditions for land to the rear of 1-6 The 
Street. Babergh have granted permission to rebuild chimney stack at River house.
Planning to be considered: Agricultural building, Water Lane. Proposal was to 
determine if prior approval is required for a change of use of agricultural buildings 
to dwelling house. Change of use to a two bedroom dwelling. The applicant outlined 
their plans to convert former agricultural building to dwelling. Councillors supported 
this application. If it is approved by Babergh the parish council would like a condition 
imposed that it is used as a permanent dwelling and not a holiday home.
AOB: The parish council have been asked to provide supporting information for a 
40mph speed limit on the A1141. The poor state of road surface in Kedges lane has been 
marked for repair. A councillor had attended a Babergh Community Infrastructure 
Levy briefing. One councillor had attended a National grid consultation of the proposed 
pylons. The chair thanked the councillor who had fitted the replacement road signs. 
Concerns were raised about the number of vehicles near River House. Works are coming 
to an end so this issue should soon be resolved. Some refuse bins hadn’t been collected. 
No meeting had been arranged as yet to discuss seating and lighting at front of The Bell. 
Concern was raised about lack of verge cutting. 
Next meeting 4th Sept.

Can you help secure and manage newsletter advertising? 
Please	contact	Colin	Grannell	at 

hawkcg@hotmail.com	or	01473	829074

Finance:
All financial items had been circulated and approved. The council were grateful to the 
Lewis Mowles Trust who had paid for the new seat on Church Walk and given £1,000 
to the KCPC working group.
Planning - Progress:
Land to rear of 1-6 The Street. Councillors did not wish to comment further on these 
updated plans.
Boutells. Tree works. Babergh had no objections.
Corner House. Reconstruction of chimney stack. Babergh granted permission.
Bridge House. Increase the footprint of proposed extension and alterations to garage 
window. Erection of one and half storey link extension and garage conversion, 
reinstatement of a staircase and demolition of internal wall. Babergh had granted 
permission.
Applications to consider. River House. Rebuild central chimney stack. Councillors fully 
supported this.
Outbuilding at Curtis Farm. Remedial works in respect of oil contamination of the 
soil and building fabric caused by damaged oil tank. Councillors fully support this 
application.
Footpath Working Group:
No issues had been reported regarding the footpaths . The new equipment has been 
purchased and is working well.
KCPC Working Group:
The mowing rota is working well. The quarterly inspection found a few minor defects, 
these have been rectified. It is planned to top up the rubber chips under the swings.
Replacement gate for The Glebe. The gate and gateposts at the playing field need 
replacing.
Replacement of historic street signs on Church Hill. Two signs have been 
purchased.
Installation of second defibrillator to cover outlying hamlets of Kersey.
Three donations have been offered towards this. It was agreed to try to get the 
defibrillator purchased by September.
Review of Parish Council Asset Register: The assets have all been inspected, some 
need small repairs done. All timber assets need to be treated with a clear preservative 
then teak oil.
Parish Review:
No progress at present.
Consider the evolution of the Covid-19 support group into a general community 
support group. All the volunteers had been contacted and the general agreement was 
that a permanent emergency support group was a good idea. The idea of combining this 
with a Community Digital Champion who would have training and knowledge to support 
residents who are not confident users to get online safely could also be considered. A 
meeting would be held later in the year. 
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DIARY DATES
 4 Sep – Parish Council . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Village Hall . . . . . . . . . . . .19.30
 5 Sep – Tuesday club. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Village Hall . . . . . . . . . . . .19.30
 9 Sep – Flower Show . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Village Hall . . . . . 14.15 – 17.00
 13 Sep – PCC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . St Mary’s Church. . . . . . . .19.00
 26 Sep – Licensing service . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . St Mary’s Church. . . . . . . .19.30

PRIDE IN OUR PARISH
Thank you to our Covid-19 Community Support volunteers. 

This month we would like to give a big ‘Thank You’ to all the volunteers of 
the Covid-19 community support group. At the very start of the pandemic the 
Parish Council put together a list of volunteers who offered their support to 
parishioners who might need help while they were isolating or shielding due 
to Covid. A list of volunteers and telephone numbers was hand delivered to all 
residents in the Parish. The support provided by the volunteers proved to be 
invaluable to many residents during an uncertain and difficult time. The Parish 
Council would like to thank all the volunteers who helped to make life a little 
easier for residents during the pandemic.

The Parish Council is now keen to continue this good network of support for 
the community by having a permanent emergency/crisis support group who 
Kersey residents could call on in a time of need. A thank you coffee morning 
for all volunteers and anyone interested in joining the new group will be held 
on Saturday 23 September at 11am at The Bell.

John Hume
Chair, Kersey Parish Council 

The next issue is October 2023.
Please send items for inclusion well before the deadline of 25th September to: 

Rachel Wells: 01473 822230 - rachel@kersey-village.co.uk

To advertise in the Kersey Parish Newsletter please contact: 
Colin Grannell at hawkcg@hotmail.com or 01473 829074

1/4	page	–	£6.00	per	issue,	1/2	page	–	£11.00	per	issue

http://rachel@kersey-village.co.uk
mailto:hawkcg@hotmail.com
http://www.kersey.suffolk.cloud

